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DOGFISH

Dogberry. Chief comic charac-
ter in Shakespeare's Much Ado
About Nothing. A city constable,
his self-satisfaction and abuse of
language and logic provide relief to
the serious interest of the play.

Dogcart. High two-wheeled,
open, one-horsed vehicle with two
transverse seats placed back-to-
back, for four passengers. The rear
seat folded up, and the back foot-
board could be fixed up to enclose
the body of the cart. Dogcartb
were sometimes used when driving
tandem.

Dog Cockle. In conchology,
the popular name of a bivalve
found round the British coast. It
is the Pectunculus glycimeris of the
family Arcadae, and has almost
circular shells, yellowish-white in
colour with irregular dark-red
markings. Large specimens measure
as much as 2% ins. across. It is some-
times known as the combshell, from
the many teeth on the inner edge
of the shell. See Bivalves illus.

Dog Days. Period about the
time of the heliacal rising of the
Dog Star, i.e. the time when it
first emerges from the sun's rays
and becomes visible before sunrise.
The ancients attributed the heat
and unhealthiness of the season
and the highest rising of the Nile in
Egypt to the influence of the Dog
Star. The time of heliacal rising
of the Dog Star depends on lati-
tude, and occurs later each year
owing to the precession of the
equinoxes. The date of the first
dog day ranges from July 3 to
Aug. 15, and the duration of the
period from 30 to 54 days. Now,
the dog days are July 3-Aug. 11.

Doge.   Fishermen presenting the ring o! S. Mark to the Doge ot Venice, as
depicted in B or clone's masterpiece

Accademia, Venice

Dogcart.

Single-horse dogcart with rubber-tired wheels
W. A. Rouch

Doge (Lat. dux, a leader). Title of
the heads of the republics of Venice
and Genoa. Soon after 700 a doge
appears in the history of Venice,
which, with the adjacent cities, had
hitherto been ruled by tribunes. The
first doge was Paolo LucioAnafesto.
Soon the republic came into being
as an independent state, and its
ruler, the doge,enjoyed great power
and prestige. There were attempts,
especially in the 10th century, to

make the office hereditary in
certain powerful families, e.g. the
Orseolo, but they were defeated,
and at various times
the laws governing
the election were
altered.

At one time the
doge was chosen by
a body of eleven
persons nominated
by the great council
of 480 ; later, the
electors numbered
40, and then, to
avoid the possi-
bility of a tie, one
more was added.
They were chosen by four persons
nominated by the great council.

After 1268 there was a more
elaborate system of choosing the
41 electors, the object still being to
check the power of certain families.
Lots were cast several times until
eventually 41 persons were selected
who were the actual electors.
Gradually the powers of the doge
were definitely limited, but he
remained a splendid figure cere-

monially, having in Europe the
rank of a sovereign prince, and
sailing on Ascension Day in great
state to celebrate the union of
Venice and the sea. The last 'doge
was Lodovico Manin, who abdi-
cated in 1797. Perhaps the best
known were Andrea Dandolo, tlie ,
conqueror of the Turks, and Marina
Faliero, put to death for con-
spiracy, 1358. In Genoa the presi-
dent was a doge from 1339 unt$
the French conquest. At firs^
he held office for life, but in 1528
the period was fixed at two years^ -,
Dogfish. Group of fishes which,
includes several species of the!
smaller sharks. The name
ates from their habit of
their prey in packs. They1';

Dog Fish.   Specimen ol the
telus canis, an inhabitant
North Atlantic